
SENATE REQUBST FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE

Section 2-I7-IIL(l)(b), MCA provides that "Subjectto 2-17-108, ...the department
{Department of Administration}, with the advice of the legislative council, shall allocate
other space for the use of the legislature, including but not limited to space for committee
rooms and legislative offices."

The Issue:

The Senate has faced a shortage of legislative office space for many sessions:

The Secretary of the Senate's office is effectively in a hallway used by staff,
legislators and the public as a means of travel between the Capitol hallway
and leadership offrces.
The Majority leader shares an offrce with 3-4 staff members; this provides no
private space for this official.
One Senator is provided an offrce in a closet that is little more than 5x8 feet,
about the size of a throw rug.
Several secretaries are housed and work on their committee business in a
hallway.

None of these spaces are conducive to working or meeting with important visitors. We
have received permission to address the Majority Leader's offrce space by adding a wall
beside the President's office. It has been suggested that room 336, the current press
office, which sits directly in the middle of Senate space, is the only non-legislative office
on the 3'd floor of the Senate wing of the Capitol and would be an appropriate Senate
office.

Background:

Prior to the 2001 Capitol Renovation, Rooms 335 and 336 were one L-shaped legislative
committee room. Early plans for the renovation included replacing the third floor press
offtce, which at the time was at the head of the grand staircase, with one of the current
restrooms. In order to provide a location for the press, that project also included dividing
the legislative L-shaped room into committee room 335 and office space for the
Associated Press (AP) room 336.

ln1997 Sen. J.D. Lynch introduced SB 13, which amended 2-17-103 MCA to read:
"The department of administration may provide space in the capitol for the use of
representatives of the press," deleting the existing provision for "a room on the third floor
of the capitol to be used as a pennanent press room." Sen. Bill Wilson attempted to
amend SB 13 to require that the Department of Administration "shall" provide space for



the press inside the Capitol. That amendment failed 36-ll, and the bill in its current form
passed 46-1.

In 1999 Rep. Hal Harper introduced House Resolution 36 which named the press office
after J.D. Holmes. Aware that a resolution has no legal effect on that or any other
legislative session, then-President of the Senate Bruce Crippen recently said that the
gesture was meant as a show of respect for retiring long-time reporter Holmes and that it
would be up to the next president what to do with the legislative space.

The General Services Division of the Department of Administration, meeting the
provision of 2-17-103 that the department "may provide space in the capitol for use of
representatives of the press," has designated Rooms 52A and 52B for the media. Any
member of the press who would like an offrce in the Capitol during a legislative session
can use this room.

The current tenant of Room 336 is the Associated Press, which currently houses one
contracted reporter in the office. During a press interview in December 2014 about the
placement of the AP office, AP regional bureau chief in Denver Jim Clarke was quoted as
saying, "The Associated Press is in the business of reporting the news fairly and
accurately, and in particular we're in the business of holding political leaders
accountable. We can do that from our current press room, or we can do it from the
basement, but either way, we're going to do it."

Possible Action Motion:

That the Legislative
reinstate Room 336

Council formally request the Department of Administration to
as a Senate space.
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Senate Bill No. 13

Introduced By lynch

By Request of the Department of Administration and the Legislative Council

A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act generally revising the laws goveming the allocation of space in the
capitol: allowing flexibility in locating a press room: claritying authority over the allocation of
legislative space; amending sections 2-17-101,2-17-103.2-17-108, and 5-2-503.MCA; and
providing an immediate effective date."

Be it enacted bv the Leeislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 2-17-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-17-101, Allocation of space. (l) The department of administration shall determine the space
required by state agencies other than the university system and shall allocate space in buildings owned
or leased by the state, based on each agency's need. To efficiently and effectively allocate space, the
deparlment periodically shall identity the amount, location, and nature of space used by each agency.

(2) An agency requiring additional space shall notify the department. The department, in consultation
with the agency, shall determine the amount and nature of the space needed and locate space within a
building owned or leased by the state to meet the agency's requirements. If space is not available in a
building owned or leased by the state, the department shall locate space to be leased in an appropriate
building or recommend alternatives to leasing, such as remodeling or exchanging space with another
agency. A state agency may not lease, rent, or purchase property fbr quarters without prior approval
of the department.

(3) (a) The location of the chambers fbr the house of representatives must be detennined in the sole
discretion of the house of representatives. The location of the chambers of the senate must be
determined in the sole discretion of the senate.

(b) The Subject to 2-17-108. the department e{edr4inistrat.+€n, with the advice of the legislative
council, shall allocate other space for the use of the legislature, including but not lirnited to space for
committee rooms and lesislative otfices.

(4) For state agencies located in a city other than l{elena, the department efadr*ir+istratien shall
consolidate the offices of these agencies in a single, central location within the city whenever the
consolidation would result in a cost savings to the state while permitting suffrcient space and tacilities
for the agencies. The department may purchase, lease, or acquire, by exchange or otherwise, land and
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achieve consolidation. Oftices of the law
of the department of justice are exempted
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enforcement services division and
from consolidation."

Section 2. Section 2-17-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-17-103. P€mflf,€n$"ress Press room. The departrnent of administration is-reqgi+ed+e rnay
providespaceinthegapitolfortheuseofrepresentativesofthepress
eapi ."

Section 3. Section 2-17-108, MCA, is amended to read:

"2-17-108. Allocation of legislative rooms and offices. Notwithstanding the provisions of 2-17-
101, after each session of the legislature. the department of administration shall conduct an inventory
of the rooms and offices in the capitol controlled by the house of representatives and the senate shall

. Legislative space in the capitol may not be reduced
without the consent of the lesislature. The control of the rooms and oflces may not be changed
without the permission of the speaker of the house of representatives. the minority leader of the house.
the president of the senate. and the minority leader of the senate."

Section 4. Section 5-2-503, MCA, is amended to read:

"5-2-503. Consolidation of legislative branch entities for specified purposes. (1) An entity of the
legislative branch that is consolidated with the legislative council as provided in 5-2-504 shall:

(a) exercise its substantive tunctions independently as provided by law;

(b) adhere to administrative policies, including personnel policies, adopted by the legislative council:

(c) submit its budget proposals through the legislative council; and

(d) submit reporls required of it as provided in 5-l l-210.

(2) The legislative council shall:

(a) coordinate budgeting, recordkeeping, reporting,
as a consolidated entity. including acknowledgment
consolidated entity;

(b) include within the legislative council budget the
consolidated entities, separately identified;

and related adrninistrative and clerical functions
of actions by the approving authority of the

budget proposals for the legislature and the
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(c) provide separate identification for appropriations and expenditures for the legislature and for each
of the consolidated entities;

(d) establish procedures for approval of expenditures by the legislature and by each ofthe
consolidated entities; and

(e) provide personnel administration for the legislative branch. The senate and the house of
representatives or a consolidated entity with statutory hiring authority may hire its own personnel,
subject to administrative procedures established by the legislature and legislative council.

(3) The legislative council shall allocate office space occupied by the legislative branch for the use of
a consolidated entity as necessary. Space occupied by the senate or the house of representatives may
not be reallocated except as provided in M
2-17-108. The location of the chambers of the house of representatives and the senate must be
determined as provided by 2-17-l0l;'

NEW SECTIONI. Section 5. Effective date. lThis act] is effective on passage and approval.

-END-
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